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 Hope College class of 1967; research assistant to Senator Mark O. Hatfield in Foreign 
Affairs and Defense Policy, 1969-1975; Editor for Sojourners magazine, 1975-1979; Young 
Life; Executive Secretary for the World Council of Churches, 1982-1992; Executive Secretary of 
the Reformed Church in America (RCA), 1994-2011.  Collection includes political documents, 
correspondence, papers and speeches, articles, newspaper clippings, photographs, and project 
materials.  
 
Accession No:  H95-1258 
Provenance:  Wesley Granberg-Michaelson 
Donor:   Wesley Granberg-Michaelson 
Photographs:  117 images (Box 2) 
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 Born in 1945 to Clifford and Marjorie Michaelson in Chicago, Illinois, Wesley 
Michaelson went on to graduate from Hope College in 1967, Princeton Theological Seminary in 
1968, and Western Theological Seminary in 1984.  He was also ordained by the Classis of 
Holland that same year. 
 In 1969, Granberg-Michaelson went to Washington D.C. as an assistant to Senator 
Hatfield in Foreign Affairs and Defense Policy.  After leaving the capitol in 1975, he continued 
his political involvement while editing for the Sojourners, a peace and justice periodical of the 
Evangelical world.  He was also very involved in Young Life and took many trips with those 
involved.  Granberg-Michaelson’s area of special interest was always about the church and 
politics.   
 In 1982, Granberg-Michaelson began serving on the staff of the World Council of 
Churches (WCC) as Executive Secretary of its unit on Justice, Peace and Creation, concentrating 
on environmental issues.  He was stationed in Geneva, Switzerland, from 1992 to 1994, at which 
time he left to take the position of General Synod secretary of the Reformed Church in America, 
succeeding Rev. Edwin Mulder.  He retired from that position in July 2011. 
 
Scope and Content 
 
 The Wesley Granberg-Michaelson collection consists of biographical material, 
correspondence, papers and speeches, articles, newspaper clippings, photographs, project 














 “Address to Rhodes Scholar sailing party,” James H. Billington, 1969 
 Animal patenting, 1987 
 Articles 
  Church Herald, 1976, 1980, 1981, 1982, 1986, 1988 
  Reykjavik, 1986 
  Other publications, n.d., 1971-1993 
  Sojourners, 1976-1990 
  World Council of Churches, 1989-1992 
 Au Sable Institute, 1980-1982, 1985 (4 folders) 
 “Care for the Earth: theology and practice,” 1981 
 Certificates, 1959-1963 
 Churches and the arms race, 1979 
 Clinton, President Bill, Call for Resignation, 1998 
 Clippings 
  n.d., 1969-1988, 2011 
  World Council of Churches, 1992-1993 
 Correspondence 
  n.d., 1967-1982 
  1977, 1991, 1993 
  Greenhouse Coalition, 1988 
  Hatfield campaign, 1969, 1976, 1984-1986 
  Human Genome Project, 1988 
  Lopach, James, 1980 
  Mukarji, Daleep, 1985-1988 
  Post-American, 1971-1975 
  Proposal for film “Earthkeeping: Preserving God’s Creation,” 1984-1985 
  Reese, Boyd, 1982 
  Sojourners, 1976-1980 
  Wallis, Jim, 1975, 1980, 1981 
  Western Theological Seminary, M.Div. Program, 1983-1984 
  World Council of Churches 
   1986-1988 
   Ecumenical sharing of resources, 1987 
   Raiser, Konrad, 1991-1993 
   Working group members, 1988 
 Creation materials, n.d., 1986-1993 
 Creative writing, course requirements, 1965 
 Critique of paper on genetic engineering, 1985 
 “De-Americanizing the Gospel,” 1975 
 Draft of speech for Wheaton College, Wheaton, Illinois, n.d. 






 Dunamis, 1976 
 “Elmer Gantry for President,” Robert Sherrill, 1975 
 Evangelicals, 2004 
 Evangelicals and McGovern, 1972 
 Future options, 1988 
 General Secretary, RCA, Election as, 1994 
 General Synod report, 1997, 2000 
 General Synod’s twelve priorities, 2002 
 Global Christian Forum, 2007 
 Gunderson family, 1969, 1977 
 Hatfield, Mark O. 
  n.d., 1968-1974 
  Abridgment of Presidential power, 1973 
  Amendment to end the war, n.d. 
  Correspondence, Billy Graham, 1973 
  Food aid, 1973-1975 
  Legislative section organization, 1970, 1973, 1974 
  McGovern Amendment plan, 1970-1971 
  Middle East floor speech, 1970 
  Nixon, n.d., 1968-1971 
  Preparation for Young Life board meeting, 1971 
  Trips to Christian groups, 1974  
 Hope College 
   1963, 1965, 1966, 1967 
  Student Senate President, 1966-1967 
 Indian Symposium on Earthkeeping, 1983 
 Interviews, 1974, 1978, 1979 
 List of files, 1988 
 Missoula, n.d., 1980 
 “The nuclear challenge to Christian Conscience,” n.d. 
 New Creation Institute, 1983-1988 
 New Creation Institute, Advisory Council, 1982-1987 
 “Now is the time,” World Convocation on Justice, Peace and the integrity of  Creation,  
  1990 
 Ordination, 1984 




 Photographs  
  Miscellaneous, (41 images) 
  United Nations World Food Conference, 1974 (2 images) 
  Vietnam trip (22 images) 
  Young Life European trip (52 images) 






 “Public Act 543: The structure and strategy of international communist and revolutionary  
  movements,” n.d. 
 RCA job proposal, 1985-1987 
 “Reforming the Reformed view of the state,” 1984 
 “Religious politics in 1988 and beyond,” 1988 
 Remarks of Senator George McGovern, 1972 
 Report of the General Secretary, Synod 2002 
 “Response to tragedy,” n.d. 
 Resumes, n.d. 
 Reviews of A Worldly Spirituality, n.d., 1985 
 SALT II Treaty, 1979 
 “The search for a spiritual life in Washington and elsewhere: a country on its knees,” Paul 
  Wilkes, 1974 
 Selected bibliography, 1971-1979 
 Senate debate on anti-ballistic missile issues, 1970 
 Sermons, 1973 
 Speeches 
  “Address to joint consultation of American Protestant Health Association and  
   Christian Medical Association of India,” 1985 
  Hatfield, Mark, n.d., 1977-1982 
  Hope College, February, 1978 
  “Redeeming the Earth in a theology for this world,” 1983 
  “Understanding the energy crisis,” n.d. 




 Syllabus, “A theology of creation,” 1984 
 Theology of creation materials, 1992 
 Trip to Vietnam, Cambodia, Burma, Indonesia, Hong Kong, 1970 
 US involvement and role in Vietnam, 1954-1963 
 USSR trip, 1969 
 Vietnam, 1975 
 Vietnam reconciliation, 1974-1975 
 Vietnam situation and the Presidents speech, 1972 
 Western Seminary/New Creation Institute exploration, 1988 
 World Council of Churches, church and society, application and memos, 1987-1993 
 Young Life  
  1960-1967 
  European trip, 1968 
 “Zhivago’s Russia continues search for truth,” 1969 
